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The author would like to thank the discussers, Professor Shiming Chen and Doctoral points identified by the discussers will provide an increased degree of clarity to the paper. This closure is organized to address each of the sections of discussion, as designated by the 8 discussers, individually. Component-Based Connection Model As correctly described by the discussers, when the shear-plate and beam-web are in 11 tension ( Fig. 3(b) ), the contributions of the shear-plate and beam-web segments to the 12 stiffness of the component-based model result from bearing of the bolt shaft on the faces of 13 the shear-plate bolt hole (occurring on the right side of the lower plate in Fig. 3(b) ) and the 14 beam-web bolt hole (occurring on the left side of the upper plate in Fig. 3(b) ), respectively.
15
In the paper, the author chose to keep the labels in Fig. 3 for the shear-plate consistently 16 on the left and the labels for the beam-web consistently on the right; however, the labels 17 for the springs in series can be rearranged at will, having no influence on the mathematical 18 formulation or behavior of the single-plate shear connection spring. 
